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?) College & Career Exploration

This lesson is designed to help students identify areas in the United States with the highest
concentration of jobs based upon career cluster and specific occupation.
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Students will:

1. Learn about factors that influence the labor market.
2. Explore areas of the United States with specific career concentrations.
3. Explore how demands for careers may shape their postsecondary plans.

MEFA Pathway Activities Materials Needed
¢ My Careers ¢ Internet connection
¢ Popular Places e labor Market Discussion Prompts (attached)

e My Documents

Vocabulary Future Ready Skills
e Labor Market ¢ Communication
e Supply e Evaluating
* Demand e Creativity

Critical Thinking



CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

\‘i Using the Labor Market Discussion Prompts (attached), lead a class
"4 discussion on the following questions:

S
. What is the labor market?
2. Why is labor market information important?
3. What factors impact the labor market?
|PAR12} ----------------------------------

APPLYING INFORMATION

Have students log in to MEFA Pathway and click on My Careers under the
Discover Careers tab. Students should view their career list and identify 2-3
career clusters and careers that appear on their list. Have students click on
Investigate Your Future under the Discover Careers tab and click GO in the
Popular Places box. Students should choose a career cluster and occupation
(career) that matches one from their career list. Students should start to assess
the areas in the U.S that have the highest concentration of jobs and skills based
upon their selection.

EVALUATING INFORMATION

While keeping the areas of the country that support their potential career path in
mind, students should apply this information to their postsecondary plan. Have
students again click on My Careers under the Discover Careers tab and then
select a career from their My Careers list, which will open the details page of that
career. Have students review the projected growth and wage information for that
career. Students should repeat this for 3-5 careers.



CRITICAL THINKING/CREATIVE APPLICATION

Students should create a presentation on software such as PowerPoint that
highlights their top career choice (at this time) and details a prospective 10-year
strategy plan.

» They should include the information listed below and it should be in their own
words.

» The presentation should include appropriate graphics that add to the content
on the slides.

« In addition to an opening slide (which should include a title, their name, the
class, their teacher name, and the dute), students should also have a
concluding slide in which they reflect upon the career they are most
interested in and why.

Upon completion, encourage students to click on Home in MEFA Pathway and
then click MY DOCUMENTS to upload the final presentation to their MEFA Pathway
account.

Details to Include for Top Career Choice

= Education plan including required level (high school diploma,
certification, 2-year degree, 4-year degree)

= Programs of study/college major needed

» Wage based on experience

= Preparation required (experience, job training)

= Knowledge required

= Skills required

= State of residence while pursuing education plan

= State of residence following education plan




Labor Market Discussion Prompts

1. What is the labor market?

o The labor market, also known as the job market, refers to the supply and
demand for employment; employees provide the supply, and employers
provide the demand.

o The relationship between the supply and demand of labor can depend on
variables such as job openings, labor competition, salaries, geography,
and workplace conditions.

2. Why is understanding labor market information important?

o For students: Being knowledgeable and aware of certain data about
careers, including trends, growth potential, and geographic concentration,
can help students decide which occupation to pursue.

e For employers: Understanding how the labor market works can help
employers assess how many employees to hire and how to leverage their
skills to achieve long-term success.

3. What factors impact the labor market?

o Supply and demand: How many people are trained for an occupation?
How many jobs are there?

o Language abilities: Do you need to be bilingual for this kind of work?

o Seasonal fluctuations: Is this work more in demand at certain times of
year? For example, landscaping.

o Population: Is the demand for this work increasing or decreasing based on
population patterns?

o Economy: How do economic factors influence job prospects?

o Technological advances: Has the field been impacted by recent changes
in technology? For example, online shopping.

o Skills and abilities: What skills and abilities are essential to this kind of
work?
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